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lt;div&gt;Clown Town apparently was a real thing, an area inhabited by former ci

rcus and carnival performers. Burg started jotting down ideas and took about two

 years to complete the play once he began writing. &quot;The (real) story is mix

ed with my imagination in the play,&quot; Burg said.&lt;/div&gt;&lt;/div&gt;&lt;
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&gt;&lt;span&gt;&lt;div&gt;&lt;span&gt;Lonely end of circus era explored in &#39
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 The IT character Pennywise may have been based on &lt

;span&gt;the serial killer&lt;/span&gt;. While there is some debate on whether G

acy truly influenced the creation of Pennywise, the two are eerily similar, as b
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lt;div&gt;Stanley Cohen characterized folk devils as  �&lt;span&gt;visible remin

ders of what we should not be.&lt;/span&gt; &lt;span&gt;The identities of such s
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ncept, the concept was first developed in the United Kingdom by &lt;span&gt;Stan

ley Cohen&lt;/span&gt;, who introduced the phrase moral panic in a 1967 �1969 Ph

D thesis that became the basis for his 1972 book Folk Devils and Moral Panics.&l
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