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&lt;p&gt;&lt;/p&gt;&It;p&gt;Prior to its release, the Nintendo DS was marketed a

s an experimental &quot;third pillar&quot; in Nintendo&#39;s console lineup, mea

nt to&#127818; complement the Game Boy Advance family and GameCube. However, bac
kward compatibility with Game Boy Advance titles and strong sales ultimately&#12

7818; established it as the successor to the Game Boy series.[9] On March 2, 200

6, Nintendo launched the Nintendo DS Lite,&#127818; a slimmer and lighter redesi

gn of the original Nintendo DS with brighter screens and a longer lasting batter

y. On November&#127818; 1, 2008, Nintendo released the Nintendo DSi, another red
esign with several hardware improvements and new features, although it lost back
wards&#127818; compatibility for Game Boy Advance titles and a few DS games that

used the GBA slot. On November 21, 2009,&#127818; Nintendo released the Nintend

o DSi XL, a larger version of the DSi.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The European release of the DS, like the U.S.,&#127818; was originally

packaged with a Metroid Prime Hunters: First Hunt demo. The European game cases
are additionally about 1/4 inch&#127818; thicker than their North American count
erparts and transparent rather than solid black. Inside the case, there is room

for one&#127818; Game Boy Advance game pak and a DS card with the instructions o

n the left side of the case.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; The DS&#127818; launched in Australia and New Zealand on February 24, 2

005. It retailed in Australia for AU$199 and in New Zealand&#127818; for NZ$249.
Like the North American launch, it includes the Metroid Prime Hunters - First H
unt demo. The first week&#127818; of sales for the system broke Australian launc

h sales records for a console, with 19,191 units sold by the 27th.&lt;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt; The&#127818; Nintendo DS[44] design resembles that of the multi-screen

games from the Game &amp; Watch line, such as Donkey Kong and&#127818; Zelda, wh

ich was also made by Nintendo.&lt;/p&gt;
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